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As America was the only spot in the political world where the principles
of universal reformation could begin, so also was it the best in the natural
world. An assemblage of circumstances conspired not only to give birth,
but to add gigantic maturity to its principles. The scene which that coun-
try presents to the eye of a spectator has something in it which generates
and encourages great ideas. Nature appears to him in magnitude. The
mighty objects he beholds act upon his mind by enlarging it, and he par-
takes of the greatness he contemplates. Its first settlers were emigrants
from different European Nations, and of diversified professions of re-
ligion, retiring from the governmental persecutions of the old world,
and meeting in the new, not as enemies, but as brothers. The wants which
necessarily accompany the cultivation of a wilderness produced among
them a state of society which countries long harassed by the quarrels and
intrigues of Governments had neglected to cherish. In such a situation
man becomes what he ought. He sees his species, not with the inhuman
idea of a natural enemy, but as kindred; and the example shows to the
artificial world that man must go back to nature for information.
From the rapid progress which America makes in every species of
improvement, it is rational to conclude that, if the Governments of Asia,
Africa, and Europe had begun on a principle similar to that of America,
or had not been very early corrupted therefrom, those countries must by
this time have been in a far superior condition to what they are, Age
after age has passed away, for no other purpose than to behold their
wretchedness. Could we suppose a spectator who knew nothing of the
world, and who was put into it merely to make his observations, he
would take a great part of the old world to be new, just struggling with
the difficulties and hardships of an infant settlement. He could not sup-
pose that the hordes of miserable poor with which old countries abound
could be any other than those who had not yet had time to provide for
themselves. Little would he think they were the consequence of what in
such countries is called Government,
If, from the more wretched parts of the old world, we look at those
which are in an advanced stage of improvement, we still find the greedy
hand of Government thrusting itself into every corner and crevice of in-
dustry, and grasping the spoil of the multitude. Invention is continually
exercised to furnish new pretences for revenue and taxation. It watches
prosperity as its prey, and permits none to escape without a tribute*
As Revolutions have begun (and as the probability is always greater
against a thing beginning than of proceeding after it has begun), it is
natural to expect that other Revolutions will follow. The amazing and